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About the Cover
“Some days are harder than others, and that’s okay. Because 
at the end of every tough day, is the beginning of a new day 
with yet another opportunity to show cancer it messed with 
the wrong girl.”

— Samantha Lysk, Inspiration

“‘You Are Resilient’ was created in Samantha’s honor. Her 
story unfolds across ‘notebook paper’—a nod to her years 
in education, the countless pages she fills as a lawyer, and 
the pivotal age of fourteen that shaped her path. The piece 
blends a handwritten poem with playful doodles: storms, 
crowns, wings, and hearts. The work is raw and unpolished, 
imperfect yet bold—just like resilience itself. It is not only 
Sam’s story, but a celebration of the quiet, powerful strength 
that carries us all forward.”

— Sandra Schustack, Artist

Jenna Benn Shersher, MSW at the Brushes with Cancer event

Message from Jenna
It is hard to believe that Twist Out Cancer has been laying roots 
and blossoming for over fourteen years!  When I founded Twist, I 
was in the midst of treatment for a rare blood cancer called Gray 
Zone Lymphoma. During that time, I made a promise to myself: 
if I survived, I would build the supportive, creative community I 
longed for—one where storytelling and the arts could help people 
heal, connect, and feel less alone.

Thanks to our extraordinary team, dedicated board members, 
and deeply generous supporters, that vision has grown beyond 
anything I could have imagined. Over the past decade, Twist Out 
Cancer’s reach and impact have continued to expand, touching 
thousands of individuals and families navigating cancer.

The past few years have been a period of significant growth. 
We built meaningful partnerships with leading cancer centers, 
including MD Anderson at Cooper and Rush University Health, 
City of Hope, Northern Westchester Hospital, and Little Company 
of Mary Hospital. We relaunched licensed programs with Blueprint 
Medicines and the Adrienne Arsht Performing Arts Center, 
enabling our model to reach new communities. Our Open Brushes 
with Cancer exhibitions expanded in Chicago and Philadelphia, 
creating space for even more stories to be seen and shared. 

As we step into 2026, I feel both gratitude and excitement. 
Gratitude for the unwavering support, belief, and compassion of 
this community—and excitement for what lies ahead as we continue 
to dream bigger, reach farther, and deepen our impact.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Your presence, generosity, 
and belief in the healing power of art make Twist Out Cancer not 
just an organization but a true community.

Jenna Benn Shersher, MSW, Founder and CEO

Grief and Growth, created by Taehoon Kim
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Diversity and Inclusion
Mission
Twist Out Cancer recognizes the isolating feelings that can 
accompany any cancer experience. We strive to build a community 
inclusive of people of all races, ethnicities, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, ages, national origins, marital statuses, citizenships, 
abilities, veteran statuses, health statuses, socioeconomic statuses, 
and healthcare access. Twist Out Cancer believes in the power of 
using our personal backgrounds as a foundation for understanding 
the diversity of the cancer experience, sharing that experience with 
the world, and ultimately taking steps toward healing.

Cancer is one disease, but it is not one experience. We fully 
acknowledge that survivors of diverse identities often face additional 
layers of discrimination and trauma during their cancer journey, which 
makes healing even more complex. Twist Out Cancer attends to the 
emotional needs of anyone touched by cancer, no matter their cancer 
identity or personal identity.  

At Twist, we know the power of the arts is an underutilized mechanism 
for healing. Institutional resources to address social and emotional 
wellness for anyone touched by cancer can be inequitable, bound by 
geography, and are often cost-prohibitive. 

We believe that anyone touched by cancer should have the 
opportunity to experience art’s transformative power to heal, which 
is why we are deeply committed to ensuring our programs remain 
accessible and free for all participants.  By giving a platform to diverse 
voices through art, Twist also aims to promote healing on a societal 
level, one story at a time.

Twist Out Cancer is just getting started
What we do:
 Twist Out Cancer provides psychosocial support to individuals touched by cancer through creative arts programming. 

How we do it:
Twist Out Cancer’s core program, Brushes with Cancer, improves the quality of life for survivors, previvors, caregivers and 
loved ones through a unique art experience. 

Twist Out Cancer programs utilize the arts as a mechanism for healing. All programs allow participants to share their cancer 
experience and be heard. Through these unique expressions and connections, a vital support community grows.

The Impact of Twist Out Cancer Programming
To date, Twist Out Cancer has reached 288,036 people through our programming and outreach, including Brushes with 
Cancer, Twistshops, Twist Hearts, and more. This includes 1,704 people who participated in our Brushes with Cancer 
program as an Inspiration or Artist. As a result, there are now 853 unique pieces of art worldwide representing 853 individual 
journeys with cancer.

How we commit to inclusion in our community:
•	 Soliciting feedback from our participants, board members, 

staff, and community members, specifically about the 
unique challenges they face due to their intersectional 
social identities and how we can support them

•	 Partnering with organizations and healthcare  
systems that serve a diverse population of individuals 
touched by cancer, who otherwise may lack access to  
arts-based programming

•	 Carefully choosing modes of communication and language 
to reflect our mission to build an inclusive community

•	 Critically reflecting upon accessibility to our programs and 
acting to lower barriers that perpetuate inequality  

•	 Utilizing licensed clinical staff in critical program areas 
who are trained to support diverse individuals’ needs, 
and volunteer mentors in other areas to make sure all 
participants feel supported

•	 Pairing artists and inspirations together whose social 
identities would have likely never intersected outside the 
Twist space, to create unexpected and powerful friendships 
that bridge differences and build community

•	 Continuously assess our efforts to achieve equity and 
inclusion through our programming and implement 
necessary changes to improve those efforts

https://twistoutcancer.org/brushes/
https://twistoutcancer.org/twistshops/
https://twistoutcancer.org/twisthearts/
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Increased Impact  
in 2025
In 2025, Twist Out Cancer experienced 
increased impact across program 
offerings compared to 2024, 
expanding access to creative support 
while maintaining the depth, care, and 
intentionality that define our mission.

Brushes with Cancer
•	 Program participation expanded from  

13 states to 26 states, while continuing  
to maintain international reach

•	 Licensed program participation increased 
by 4%, reflecting sustained demand and 
deepening partner relationships

Twistshops
•	 Twistshop participation instances increased 

by 180%, signaling significant growth in 
demand for accessible, art-based emotional 
support

•	 Public Twistshop offerings increased 
by 51%, expanding opportunities for 
individuals to engage in creative reflection 
and connection

Together, these indicators reflect increased 
impact, driven by access and responsiveness, 
enabling Twist Out Cancer to reach more 
individuals and create opportunities to share, 
connect, and heal.

Charlotte Safrit, Artist, and Molly Stepansky, Inspiration

The Flame v.1, created by Jesse Weinsten and 
Inspired by Patti Kerr

I’m Grounded Like The Earth…Yet I Flow like The River, 
created by Briana Green and Inspired by Barbara Bigelow, 
Brushes with Cancer Fall 2025
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Where the Light Enters, created by Elizabeth Tuckwell and Inspired by Caroline E.

Brushes with Cancer at Writers Theater in Glencoe, Illinois

“Through our conversations, I sought to capture the 
resilience and beauty in her journey, emphasizing that 
strength and transformation emerge from our fractures.”

- —Elizabeth Tuckwell, Artist
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What Our Community is Saying…

“Sharing my story with my Brushes With 
Cancer artist connected us in a deeply 
personal way and helped heal the scars 
left behind by this dreaded disease.”

—Kenny Lapins, Inspiration

I Can Do All Things Through Christ Who Strengthens Me (Philippians 4.13), 
created by Rosa Henriquez and Inspired by Bond Courtney 

The Colors She Carried, created by Robert Cowell 
and Inspired by Allyson Adams 

“It was emotionally fraught, 
but worth every moment 
of the “difficult” parts. It 
was uplifting to be a part 
of someone’s journey.”

—Robert Cowell, Artist

“It gave me the chance to share my story 
in a safe, supportive space and connect 
with someone who truly listened and 
transformed it into something beautiful.  
It reminded me of the power of art, 
empathy, and human connection.”

—Francesca Lanni, Inspiration

“I had no idea how impactful this experience 
would be for me. I came in with an open 
mind and left with my mind blown.”

—Felicia Bowles, Inspiration

Lily, created by Anna Feneis and Inspired by Francesca Lanni 

62025 Twist Out Cancer Annual Report
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Brushes with Cancer
Brushes with Cancer is a transformative program that thoughtfully 
matches artists with individuals touched by cancer, known as 
“Inspirations.” Throughout the program, these pairs forge deep, 
meaningful connections rooted in mutual understanding and 
trust. The artist then creates a one-of-a-kind piece that reflects the 
Inspiration’s unique cancer journey. The program culminates in a 
celebratory event that honors survivorship and hope, where the 
artwork is auctioned off, with all proceeds supporting the mission 
and work of Twist Out Cancer.

In 2025, Brushes with Cancer brought together 130 participants 
across four impactful programs, resulting in 66 powerful 
works of art that captured stories of inspiration, resilience, 
and healing. These participants hailed from twenty-six states and 
three countries, expanding the program’s reach and amplifying 
its mission to share, connect, and heal within and beyond the 
borders of the United States.

Brushes with Cancer Public Programs
By the Numbers:
•	80 participants
•	40 works of art inspired by a cancer experience
•	2 art exhibitions and celebratory events
•	1 extended artwork installation 
•	10,860 people touched by the artwork 

In 2025, Twist Out Cancer proudly hosted two Brushes with 
Cancer public programs, drawing participants from diverse 
backgrounds and serving 80 individuals. The sold-out celebratory 
events, held at Writer’s Theatre in Chicago and Lilah Fishtown in 
Philadelphia, each provided a unique and profoundly impactful 
experience for participants, their loved ones, and the larger 
Twist Out Cancer community. Across these two programs, 41 
extraordinary works of art were showcased, each serving as a 
powerful expression of a deeply personal journey. The 2025 
Brushes with Cancer public programs and celebratory events 
highlighted the incredible artwork and celebrated the meaningful 
connections nurtured between Inspirations, Artists, and the 
broader Twist Out Cancer community. 

The powerful artwork featured in the Philadelphia exhibition was 
extended at the Old City Jewish Arts Center in Pennsylvania, 
allowing these works of art to continue telling the stories of those 
whose lives have been touched by cancer.

Light Through Darkness, created by Maryam Shariff and Inspired by  
Harriet Cabelly

“Seeing things from different angles and 
perspectives were a part of my coping tools 
during my treatment. I connected beautifully 
with my artist, Myriam’s, unique photographic 
representation of some of my miracles.”

 —Harriet Cabelly, Inspiration
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The Word Painter, created 
by Callie Cullinan Ludwig and 
Inspired by Sarah Barness

“This painting weaves layers of Sarah’s writing, lyrics 
from playlists that carried her through treatment, and 
fragments of maps illustrating the unclear path she 
faced from diagnosis. The bold florals and vivid colors 
represent Sarah’s warm presence and bright spirit. 
Through “The Word Painter”, I hope to honor Sarah’s 
story as well as how creative expression can inspire 
healing in even the darkest moments.”

 —Callie Cullinan Ludwig, Artist
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Brushes with Cancer Licensed Programs
By the Numbers:
•	50 participants
•	25 works of art inspired by a cancer experience
•	3 art exhibitions and celebratory events
•	10,826  people touched by the artwork 

2025 marked an affirming year for Brushes with Cancer Licensed 
Programs, reflecting both programmatic growth and the strength 
of sustained partnerships. For the second consecutive year, Twist 
Out Cancer licensed Brushes with Cancer to Blueprint Medicines 
and the Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts, deepening 
relationships grounded in trust, shared values, and a commitment 
to creative healing.

Through these partnerships, Brushes with Cancer reached beyond 
our immediate community to engage individuals across a broader 
healthcare ecosystem, including oncology professionals within 
the systemic mastocytosis field through our licensed program 
with Blueprint Medicines. By equipping partner organizations to 
integrate creative arts into their communities, Twist Out Cancer 
expanded access to reflection, connection, and meaning-making. 
Collectively, these programs provided 50 additional participants 
with a powerful storytelling platform—transforming experiences 
often shaped by fear or isolation into ones rooted in recognition, 
connection, and hope.

Tamika’s Color Symphony, created by Midia Hasso and Inspired by  
Tamika Wellons

Scream with your Inside Voice, created by Kathryn Tubbs and Inspired by 
Kaitlin Kindman

“Having had and survived breast cancer made  
me stronger in ways I never knew were possible.  
I didn’t go through cancer, I grew through it!”

—Tamika Wellons, Inspiration

“I am sure most women can relate to the trauma 
of being repeatedly poked and prodded in 
the pursuit of health with less research data or 
understanding on what ails us. The title, “Scream 
with your Inside Voice” speaks to the frustration 
that comes from years of advocating for oneself 
with your life depending on your ability to be 
heard and taken seriously when little is known 
about your experience. My goal with this painting 
was to depict all these serious issues with a bit of 
a joyful wink.”

—Kathryn Tubbs, Artist
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Brushes with Cancer Honors
2025 Shawn Strong  
Award Recipient
The Shawn Strong Award honors 
the enduring spirit of Shawn Green, 
a devoted Twist Out Cancer board 
member and supporter who passed 
away from brain cancer in 2016. 
Shawn was known for his optimism, 
determination, and unwavering 

positivity — qualities that shaped how he navigated his cancer 
journey and how he showed up for those around him.

Each year, Twist Out Cancer leadership selects a participant from 
the Brushes with Cancer program who embodies the values Shawn 
demonstrated throughout his life: optimism in the face of challenge, 
a positive outlook that uplifts others, and determination rooted in 
perseverance, connection, and hope.

In 2025, Twist Out Cancer is honored to recognize Mara 
McCarthy as the Shawn Strong Award recipient.

Mara exemplifies the spirit of the Shawn Strong Award by actively 
bringing others into the Twist Out Cancer community. As an 
Inspiration, she not only participates with openness and intention, 
but consistently encourages those around her — family, friends, 
and fellow participants — to engage, volunteer, and experience 
the power of creative connection for themselves. Her presence 
reflects a quiet leadership rooted in generosity, acceptance, and 
resilience, creating space for others to feel welcomed, supported, 
and seen.

Through this award, Twist Out Cancer celebrates not only Shawn’s 
legacy, but the individuals who carry that spirit forward and 
strengthen the community by inviting others to share, connect, and 
heal together.

Per Lapins, the Conqueror, created by Louisveste Lacroix and Inspired by Kenny Lapins, Adrienne Arsht Center for the Performing Arts Brushes with Cancer 
Licensed Program
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Matt embodies the spirit of this award through his deep 
engagement with the Twist Out Cancer mission and his genuine 
enthusiasm for the Brushes with Cancer process. In 2025, he 
participated in two Brushes with Cancer programs, bringing 
thoughtfulness, care, and continuity to each experience. Notably, 
Matt carried the story of his match—and her family—with 
profound respect after she passed during the program, honoring 
her life and legacy through his continued creative presence.

He approaches each partnership with curiosity, humility, and a 
willingness to move beyond what is comfortable or expected. 
Matt embraced the program not only as an artist, but as a 
collaborator deeply invested in connection, meaning-making, 
and shared experience. Through his thoughtful presence, creative 
leadership, and visible passion for the work, Matt demonstrates 
how art can serve as a powerful vehicle for resilience and 
healing. His commitment to the Brushes with Cancer process 
reflects the heart of this award and the values it was created to 
honor.

2025 Jacqueline Carmody 
Creative Artist Award 
Recipient
The Jacqueline Carmody 
Creative Artist Award is 
presented annually to a Brushes 
with Cancer artist participating 
in the program who exemplifies 
trust, openness, connection, 

and a vibrant creative spirit. The award honors artists who 
approach creative partnership with care and intention, using 
art as a means of listening, honoring lived experience, and 
fostering resilience through shared storytelling.

In 2025, Twist Out Cancer is proud to recognize Matt Eckerle as 
the recipient of the Jacqueline Carmody Creative Artist Award.

Extended Pulse for Mert, created by Matt Eckerle, Inspired by Merton Briggs
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Ocean of Emotions, created by Joelle Bilow and Inspired by Crystal Buchalski

“My wish is that I’ve created something beautiful 
that reflects the challenges she has conquered and 
those she still faces. I’m forever grateful for how 
she’s reignited my passion through art to tell her 
story, even when things get tough.”

—Joelle Bilow, Artist

Fostering Resilience in 2025 
Brushes with Cancer is designed to support individuals 
impacted by cancer through creative expression, reflection, and 
connection. By inviting participants to share their stories, be 
witnessed, and create meaning through art, the program fosters 
resilience not as endurance alone, but as growth, vulnerability, 
and shared humanity.

When asked what resilience means to them and whether 
participating in Brushes with Cancer fostered resilience in coping 
with their cancer experience, participants described resilience 
in deeply personal and varied ways, emphasizing the role of 
creativity and connection in navigating the cancer journey.

Together, these reflections underscore how Brushes with Cancer 
supports resilience by creating space for connection, meaning-
making, and shared humanity throughout the cancer experience. 
Looking ahead, Twist Out Cancer will continue to deepen 
and extend this work, fostering resilience through creative 
engagement across programs and platforms.

Bravery Beyond the Flames,  
created by Oscar Montoya and 
Inspired by Jorge Ginzo

“Cancer may scar your 
body, but it can sharpen 
your purpose. It reminded 
me to keep serving, keep 
learning, and keep 
leading—both in the fire 
service and in life.”

 —Jorge Ginzo, Inspiration

 “Resilience means continuing on, even in 
moments of despair or hopelessness. It 
means asking for help and not expecting 
that I can manage on my own.”
 —Katy Kindman, Inspiration

 “Resilience means holding space 
for myself in the complexities of life, 
including both pain and joy.”
 —Sarah Lamarand, Inspiration

 “Resilience is taking something that 
happened to you and making it have 
meaning. Brushes with Cancer definitely 
fostered feelings of resilience for me.”
 —Bethany Ross, Inspiration

122025 Twist Out Cancer Annual Report
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Twistshops
By the Numbers:
•	804 Twistshop participants 
•	47 Public Twistshops
•	12 Private Twistshops
•	17 Community or Partner Organization Twistshops
•	Countless art-making experiences 

Twistshops are art therapy-focused workshops designed to 
foster healing, relaxation, and emotional recovery through 
creative expression. Using art therapy-based interventions, these 
workshops aim to alleviate symptoms of depression, anxiety, and 
stress commonly associated with cancer. Led by a licensed art 
therapist, participants engage in a variety of art-making activities 
that offer a space to process their experiences, as patients, 
survivors, caregivers, or previvors. Through the combined 
power of storytelling and mindful art-making, the workshops 
encourage participants to explore their emotions, creating 
opportunities for healing in the community.

Monthly Free Virtual Twistshop Series
In 2025, the Monthly Virtual Twistshop Series engaged 164 
participation instances through a yearlong sequence of creative 
sessions. Participants explored themes of rest and restoration, 
curiosity and playfulness, seasonal reflection, and personal 
meaning-making—including sessions centered on Winter 
Solstice reflection and spring energy. These experiences 
were facilitated through trauma-informed creative practices, 
including Matisse-style collage, narrative therapy prompts, 
neurographic art, Zentangles, nature symbolism, and one-word 
reflections, inviting participants to explore what brings them 
gladness, grounding, and renewal.

Cancer Identity Representation*  
(for open to the public sessions)

•	Survivors: ~ 70%
•	Caregivers: ~ 25%
•	Healthcare Professionals: ~ 5%

 *Cancer identity data reflects voluntary, self-reported responses 
only. Not all participants chose to share this information, and 
some selected more than one identity. No assumptions were 
made for responses not provided.

Participants engaging in Twistshops
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Rising Up From Rubble, created by Valley Bak and Inspired 
by Allen Herbert 

Private Twistshop Partnerships 
In 2025, Twist Out Cancer’s Private Twistshops supported 
273 participation instances across healthcare and corporate 
partners through trauma-informed, art-based experiences 
designed to foster emotional expression, connection, and well-
being for individuals impacted by cancer. Delivered through 
ongoing partnerships with Northern Westchester Hospital, 
RUSH RAB, RUSH Lisle, MD Anderson Cooper, and Little 
Company of Mary, these programs reflect sustained demand for 
creative spaces that support reflection, resilience, and care.

Across sites, participants engaged in intentional art-making 
sessions exploring themes such as rest and restoration, grief 

and acceptance, joy and curiosity, survivorship, emotional 
needs, and reconnection with nature. Experiences 
incorporated a range of accessible creative practices, 
including soothing color work, Zentangles, blackout poetry, 
symbolic collage, sensory memory exercises, and nature-
based processes, offering participants opportunities for 
meaning-making, grounding, and shared understanding.

Through these private Twistshops, partner organizations 
continued to integrate creative expression as a supportive 
resource within their communities, extending Twist Out 
Cancer’s mission beyond public programs and reinforcing 
the value of long-term, trust-based collaboration.

Dandelion Wishes, created by Mignon Dupepe and Inspired by Jen Vare 
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Community or Partner Organization Twistshops
In 2025, community and partner organization Twistshops engaged 
367 participation instances across a wide range of creative, 
reflective sessions designed to foster emotional expression, 
connection, and community. Programming explored themes such 
as Emotional Landscapes, Coming of Age, Gratitude, Hygge, 
Service Projects, creativity and community, color exploration, 
and grounding through place, offering multiple entry points for 
meaning-making and shared experience.

Share, Connect, Heal Art Project

Sessions were delivered in collaboration with a diverse 
group of community and institutional partners, including 
Chordoma Foundation, Union for International Cancer Control, 
Waterford Place in partnership with Imerman Angels, St. 
Edward’s University student service projects, Evoke Chicago, 
Waldenstrom’s Foundation, Unite for HER, Wellness House, 
Galleria Andersonville, the Summer Arts Family Bash, the Share, 
Connect, Heal art project, Shalom Austin Jewish Community 
Center, and BMT InfoNet.
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Team Twist
Team Twist Out Cancer was launched in 2023 to bring together 
individuals in our community who are passionate about raising 
awareness and critical funds for Twist Out Cancer programs through 
fitness and athletic activities. Operating in a “choose your own 
adventure” format, Team Twist allows participants to train for events 
that inspire them or hold personal significance. Team Twist events 
include, but are not limited to, 5ks, 10ks, marathons, triathlons, 
Spartan Races, cycling races, yoga, dance, and CrossFit competitions.

Since its inception, Team Twist has raised over $14,000 to support 
the mission of Twist Out Cancer, and we’re excited to expand 
participation and engagement across our global community in 2026 
to continue driving the mission forward.

The new Team Twist year begins in May 2026, and we invite our 
community and beyond to lace up, show up, and launch their own 
Team Twist! 

Donate to Team Twist
Help raise funds for Twist Out Cancer
programs by supporting team fitness
and athletic activities.

Twist Out Cancer Yoga Event

https://twistoutcancer.org/join-team-twist-to-help-our-health-wellness-activities-team-twist/
https://twistoutcancer.org/join-team-twist-to-help-our-health-wellness-activities-team-twist/
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Voices, Stories, and Reflection
Together, Twist Out Cancer’s podcast and blog provide long-form, 
evergreen spaces for reflection, storytelling, and connection beyond 
physical programs

Twist Out Cancer Podcast
Originally launched in 2022, Twist Out Cancer’s podcast, “Stories 
of Hope and Inspiration,” contributes to our focus on intentional 
storytelling and sustained digital engagement.

In 2025, 9 episodes were 
released, adding to a 
library of 54 total episodes 
and reaching 1,200+ 
downloads, supporting 
deeper engagement with 
participants and  
the broader Twist Out 
Cancer community.

Twist Out Cancer Blog
The Twist Out Cancer blog supports self-directed engagement, 
allowing readers to access stories and reflections at their own 
pace, supporting self-directed engagement for individuals seeking 
reflection, meaning, and connection through written storytelling.

In 2025, 11 blog posts were published, contributing to a library 
of 128 total posts highlighting participant voices, program insights, 
and themes of meaning, care, and connection.

Twist Out Cancer  
in the Digital Space
Extending connection, story, and support  
beyond physical spaces

2025 Impact Snapshot
	· In 2025, Twist Out Cancer’s digital platforms served as an 
extension of our mission, creating space for connection, 
reflection, and visibility for individuals impacted by cancer 
across geographic, cultural, and institutional boundaries

	· Across platforms, more than 19,000 individuals engaged with 
Twist Out Cancer’s digital content, participating in a growing 
global community shaped by shared experience, creativity,  
and belonging

	· Digital engagement allowed Twist Out Cancer to amplify 
participant stories, highlight program impact, and remain 
accessible to individuals seeking connection through art 
— including those who may never participate in in-person 
programs or community celebrations

Digital Engagement at a Glance
Facebook
75,328 organic content views  
and over 1,500 interactions in 2025
Community size: 16,580 followers

Instagram
Reached 19,120 individuals, generating  
2,185 content interactions through visual  
storytelling centered on creativity and reflection
Community size: 6,754 followers

LinkedIn
Generated 13,760 impressions with a  
10.4% engagement rate, strengthening visibility  
among healthcare, arts, and philanthropy professionals
Community size: 927 followers

Newsletter
Connected with 5,371 subscribers through  
direct communications, maintaining an average  
12.3% open rate across 2025

https://www.facebook.com/TwistOutCancer/
https://www.instagram.com/twistoutcancer/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/twist-out-cancer/
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2025 Board of Directors 
Executive Board & Officers
Jenna Benn Shersher, President
Andrew Edelston, Board Chair
Howard Aaron
Cynthia Beck
Joelle Goldman Bilow
Emma Peck Block
Katie Bell
Bari Fleischer
Daniel Glick
Jon Goldberg
Jennifer Indig
Erin Green Johnson
Jennifer L. Katz Margolis
Mara McCarthy
Kevin Morgan
Alex Perry
Mahwish Syed
Dr. Christian Squillante
Joshua Taustein

Advisory Board
Julia Brown
Jacqueline Carmody
Dr. Donna Dang, PhD
Jennifer Dee
Mignon Dupepe
Soraya Fata
Caryn Frishman
Jeffrey Guerrero
Ella Hawk
Dr. Martin Hogan, DDS
Sonya Keshwani
Tanya Kertsman
Kenny Lapins
Mahwish Syed
Elizabeth Tabas
Kara Thomas
Noreen Vlamakis
Dr. Gudrun Wu Snyder
Shelby Zitelman

Individual Benefactors  
of $1,000+
Guenther-Ashton Family
Nadia Awad
Cynthia Beck
Edwin & Andrea Benn
Helene Bizar
Julia Brown
Andy Cantos
Rebecca Coren
Lauren & Andrew Edelston
Sally K. Eisenberg
Vic Feldman
Erica Gifford Mills
Joelle Goldman Bilow
Erin Green Johnson
Ella Hawk
Jennifer Indig
Michele and Mark Kellner
John King
The Lev Family
Mara McCarthy
Bryan McFarland
Stephanie Miller
Kelly Murphy Thompson
Amad Osman
Marilyn Perlman
Carla Red 
Ray Reed
Thad Seymour
Tamar Shiffman
The Shersher Family
Christian Squillante
Elizabeth Tabas Carson
Joshua Taustein
Ericka Weiffenbach
Virginia Wharton

Organizational Donors
Avalon Bay
Benjamin B. Green-Field 
Foundation
Blueprint Medicines
Caplan Family Charitable Trust
Johnson & Johnson
Daniel B. and Florence E. Green 
Foundation
DKC Contractors
Mariana Oncology
Make It Better Foundation
Provenance
Servier Pharmaceuticals
Texas Oncology
United Energy Products, Inc.
WaWa Foundation
Ben Wolfe & Mary Lane 
Charitable Fund

Partner Participants  
(Minimum of $500 
commitment over 3 years)
Anonymous
The Arkes Family Fund
Martine Derome
Julia Brown
Mignon Dupepe & John Snyder
Marilyn Perlman
Dr. Christian Squillante
The Semel Family Fund
Joshua Taustein
Deborah and Jeff Zaluda

In-Kind Sponsors
Ardmore Music Hall
Blick Art Materials
Bloomsday
Body Precision Pilates Studio
Cadogan Tate
CHOPT Salad
CookNSolo
Dentons
Evil Genius Beer
Fell To Earth Vermouth
Fire and Ice Express
Good Karma Coffee
Hardly Water
Helium Comedy Club
Joy in your Space
Lettuce Entertain You Enterprises
Liska + Associates
NYSC
Philadelphia Woodworks
Provenance
Redmond Productions
Right Way Signs of Chicago
Rooted by Design
Solidcore
Sugar Bliss
Vetri Cucina
Whipped Bakeshop
Yards Brewing Company

Staff
Jenna Benn Shersher, MSW, Founder and CEO 

Amelia Hanrahan, COO 

August Spree, Director of Programs

Kristina Burke, Director of Business Development

Ana Gordon, LCSW, OSW-C, Clinical Director 

Jacqueline Carmody, LCPC ATR-BC ATCS,  
Director of Twistshops and Twist Hearts

Jenna Koch, LMSW, Program Associate

Mignon Dupepe, LCPC, ATR Twist Heart Curriculum 
Facilitator and Twistshop Facilitator

Sherry Warner, MFA, MA, ATR-BC, ATCS  
Twistshop Facilitator

Callie Cullinan, LPCC-S, ATR Twistshop and  
Peer-to-Peer Facilitator

Lindsey Taucher, LPC, Twistshop Artist, Licensed 
ProfessionalCounselor; formerly Registered &  
Board Certified Art Therapist

Kara Thomas, Peer to Peer Facilitator

Magdelena Cuevas, Peer to Peer Facilitator

Joselyn Arana, Bilingual/Spanish-speaking facilitator  
& Art Therapist



19

Financials
Program and Event Revenue:   
$207,590

Individual, Foundation & Corporate Contributions:   
$139,808

Total Value of In-Kind Contributions:   
$80,929

Total 2025 Cash Revenue:

$347,398

Keep On Keepin’ On, created by Sally Eisenberg, Inspired by Ilene Cantos

Twist Out Cancer extends its deepest gratitude to the donors 
and friends who supported our work at every level throughout 
2025. The growth and impact of our programs are made 
possible by the generosity, trust, and belief of our community.
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With gratitude for all that made 2025 possible,  
we look ahead to 2026
As we look forward to 2026, we celebrate 2025 as a year defined by connection, creativity, and shared purpose. Twist Out Cancer 
continues to cultivate a dynamic and diverse community grounded in the healing power of the expressive arts. Guided by our mission, 
Twist Out Cancer continues to expand Brushes with Cancer and Twistshop programs internationally, bringing creative connection and 
healing to more communities.

Amid Twist Out Cancer’s continued growth, its mission remains steadfast: to empower individuals touched by cancer to share their 
stories, build community, and discover strength through creativity. Together, we move forward inspired by the power of expression, 
connection, and transformation.

twistoutcancer.org

Pastel en la Alhambra, created by Laurel Rose Eng, Inspired by Aixa Torregrosa-Vazquez

For more information contact  
Jenna Benn Shersher, MSW, 
Founder and CEO, at:
jenna@twistoutcancer.org

A 501(c)(3) organization

Join us!

https://twistoutcancer.org
https://www.facebook.com/TwistOutCancer
https://www.linkedin.com/company/twist-out-cancer/
https://www.instagram.com/twistoutcancer/
mailto:jenna%40twistoutcancer.org%0D?subject=

